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WEATHER FORECAST.

Fair and cooler to-da- y ; partly IT SHINES FOR. ALLcloudy and warmer; south winds.
Highest temperature yesterday, 78; lowest, 5a.

Detalltd weather reports on last page.
r
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MORE THAN 500,000 U. S. TROOPS IN FRANCE, SAYS BAKER; I
COMMISSION RECOMMENDS $300,000,000 RAIL PAY RAISE

FROM $1 TO $34
MORE A MONTH

ASKED FOR MEN

Increases Ranging From
One to Forty-thre- e Per

Cent. Urged.

LIVING COSTS ARE BLAMED

Hours and Overtime Pay
Questions Deferred Until

After War Ends.

Special DupatcA to Tse Sex.
Washington, May 8. An Increase In

tvitrcs ranging as high tu 43 per cent,
snd graded down to a fraction of 1 per
tent. In recommended for all of the
lailroad employees of the country in
tho report of the Railroad Wage Com.
miislon to Director-Gener- al of nail-roa-

McAdoo.
In dollars the wage advances recom- -'

rirnded range from $1 to as much as
tJl a month. The lowest paid a.

those getting from 146 to 150
; month, get the maximum percentage
of Increase. The percentage grades

ut At nothing when the $250 a month
mark is reached.

If the Increases as recommended by
the wage board are approved by the
Director-Gener- al they wjll entail an

ddltional wage expenditure by the
railroads aggregating $300,000,000 a

ear. They are made retroactive to
January 1 and the railroad workers
will collect back pay aggregating
Si 00.000,000 for the four months up to
May 1.

The report of the commission ap-
pointed by Director-Gener- al McAdoo
recommending these wage advances
was unanimous. It was signed by
Franklin K. 'Lane, Secretary of the
Interior, aa chairman: by Interstate
Commerce. Commissioner McChord,
Justice J. Harry Covington of the Dls-trl- ct

of Columbia Supreme Court, and
William R. Wlllcox, former chairman
of the Republican National Committee.

Reason for Atbcc.
Tn declaring the principle upon which

It based Its findings the commission Hald,
after citing the Increased cost of living:

"In fairness therefore a sufficient In
crease should be granted to maintain
that standard of living which had ob
tained In the pre-w- ar period, when con
fessedly prices and wages were both
low. And upon those who can best af
ford to sacrifice should be cast the great
burden.

It was In accordance with this prln
ciple that the Increases recommended
vere graded. Those officials and em-
ployees getting $250 or more a month
will not participate In the Increases.

The commission found as an economic
fact that those getting the greater wage
better were able to make economies and
absorb rising costs than those getting
the lowest wage, who had nothing but
I he barest necessities and could not cut
down.

Consequently all of the Increases car-Ha- d

were worked out upon a percentage
basis. This was d serried to carry a fuller
measure of fairness and justice. It was
pointed out, however, that a flat Increase
of $20 a month would Increase the rail-loa- d

budget by half a billion dollars.
It Is significant that the percentage

Increases, granted apply on the wagee
paid December 31, 1915. Those em-
ployees who have received Increases
since that time will have the amount of
such Increase deducted from the per- -
cntage raise recommended In the re-

port. It is urged, however, that In any
case where Increases given by the roads
In the two years 1916 and 1917 are In
excess of the commission's recommenda-
tions that no cut be made.

Find Dollar Has Saraak.
The Increases carried were based

solely upon the rising cost of living, the
commission finding that the purchasing
power of the dollar had shrunk to a
"shocking extent" in the two year period,
droDnln to a 71 cent equivalent.

It Is recommended that no change be
mjde In the hours of service now in-e-

Icct, nor In the method of payment for
overtime sen-Ices-

. The eight Hour day
demanded Is not recommended, on the
irround that such a course would prove

In view ot the shortage of
men and the Inability to All the ranks at
this time. The report declares the eight
hour day is coming, but that this Is not
the time for It on the railroads.

One of the most significant statements
In tho report Is the declaration that a
i eduction in hours does not constitute
.111 Increase 111 uav and that It Is the
commission's view that such reductions
were made In good faith as a reduction
of hours. This declaration will affect
every member of the railroad brother-
hoods who under the agreement ratified
by the Adamson law got ten nours pay
for eight nours. worn in neptunium.
sit the time of the threatened brother-,!- .

.i,ii. Thii means that any ' In-

ci ease" received at that time will not be

deducted from the one recommended by
the wage commission.

onciais Hia-at-r

Another significant chapter In the re- -

rort deals with salaries ot rnruu
. t..i Th made an Inquiry
'girding all salaries of officials above

t 5,000 per annum ano oi k...I a it ... found that the sal
ulen paid such offlelsls ranged as high

. r llno.ooo a year aim iwmireu "ri"1""1,,tii. tin nfin oou a year.
Tho commission concluded "that It l

.cmnnnhlv clear from the facts gath
,i'iht,i th. substantial readjustment

nt such salaries may be made and the
mdent operation or the raiiroaas pro
r.ir,i iimrebv. Such readjustment o!

nlnrke, however, presents an Individual
reposition as applicants to eacn oinciai,

. ome salaries may wen oe auousncu

( Continued' on Tenth Page.)

Deadly American Fire
Revealed by a Letter

i
Bp the AitodateJl Fret:

WITH THE AMERICAN ARMY" IN PRANCE, May 8. A
letter, freshly written, found on
the body of a German killed by
the Americana in Picardy dis-
closes the effectiveness of the
American fire against the enemy
and the difficulties the Germans
are having; in bringing up sup-
plies. The letter follows:

"Here we lie in a village which
has been completely demolished
by artillery fire. Tho village is
near Montdidier.

"We dare not show ourselves.
We live in the cellar. We have
to go and get our food at night.
Last night I went out with a de-

tail which brought back food.
"We got a direct hit .A shell

hit our party, which killed some
men and wounded several. I
hope we will soon' be taken from
the western army."

STIELOW FREED

FROM SING SING

Whitman Orders Release of
3Ian Declared Innocent

by New Inquiry.

GREEN ALSO EXONERATED

Governor's Investigator Says

Ho Believes O'Conncll and
King Were Slayers.

Special Deepatch to Thk Scs.
Albant, May . Charles F. Stlelow.

who was snatched from the shsdow of
the electric ehalr a few hours before his
sentence was to be executed, has been

exonerated ot the murder of Charles B.

Phelps ,and .his housekeeper. Margaret
Wllcott, at their farmhouse. West
Shelby, Orleans county, three years ago.

Gov. Whitman ordered Stle-low- 's

release from Sing Sing prison and
also the release of Kelson I. Green, who

Is serving a twenty year sentence In

Auburn prison, as an accomplice of

Stlelow.

investigation hr O. II. Ilond.
Stlelow's death sentence was com-

muted to life Imprisonment December 4.

1916, after three Supreme Court Jus-

tices had refused Stlelow a new trial.
Some time ago Gov. Whitman had Atto-

rney-General Lewis appoint George H.

Bond, former District Attorney of Onon
daga, as a special Deputy Attorney-Ge- n

eral to Investigate all the facts con

nected with the murder, especially a con
fession made by Erwln King, a iiodler,
that the murder was committed by him-

self and Clarence O'Connell, now serving
a sentence In Auburn for murderncs as
sault. This confession was mane Just
before Stlelow was to have been electro-
cuted, but after Stlelow escaped the
chair King repudiated the confession.

Later Kin made another confession
Implicating himself and O'Connell, but a
Grand Jury to which the confession was
presented refused to inaict inem local
sentiment at West Shelby being still Arm
In the conviction that Stlelow dia tne
murder.

The Bond report shows stlelows con
viction was based chiefly upon an al- -,

leged confession made to a private de-

tective who was locked up with him and
whose Identity was unknown to Stlelow.
This confession Stlelow had always re
fused to sign. In Stlelows ceil also was
a dictagraph which recorded conversa-ii-

hML-f- Stlelow and the detective.
nd Stlelow and his attorney. In none of

which did Stlelow admit gum.

.Ballets Not From Stlelow's Can.
Commissioner Bond points out that

Stlelow and Green lied at the Coroner's
Inquest when they said there was no re-

volver In the Stlelow house the night of
the Phelps murder. Later It was learned
there was a revolver In Stlelow's house.

in .Tert on revolvers tesunea bi nue- -

low's trial that the bullets taken from
the bodies of the two victims had been
fired from Stlelow's revolver. Commis-
sioner Bond's Investigation showed the
bullets were not fired from the Stlelow
gun.

Oov. Whitman a action in ireeing nue
low and Green, who will be released In
a few days, was based upon these very
positive statements as to tne perpetrator
of tne muroers commueu m mmiiiiB
loner Bond's report, which says:

"As a result or my investigation, ano
hsvlne regard to the new racts and evl
dence discovered and of the confessions
that have been made to me, i am ruuy
convinced and give It aa my deliberate
opinion that cnarics . rncips ana .Ma-
rgaret Wolcott did not meet their death
at the hands of Charles F. Stlelow or
nf Nelson I. Green, nor were Stlelow
or Green In any way accessories to the
crime, nor did tney nave gunty anowi
Mlae of It.

"On the other hand, I am as strongly
convinced and give It as my deliberate
opinion that the three bullets that were
fired Into the body of Charles B. Phelps,
causing his death, and the bullet that
was fired through the heart Into the
body of Margaret Wolcott, causing her
death, were fired by Clarence F. O'Con-

nell (now a convict in the State prison
at Auburn), and that Erwln King was
with him at the time and aided him In

the commission or tne muroer.

Klcbt Ships Almost Completes!.

vh riRLBANS. May 8, Eight Urge
wooden ships under construction for the
Government will be launched In Qulf
coast shipyards wltnin tne next in umjr,
k. unfhrn pin Association announced

Klve wllle launched this week.

FIND ARTILLERY

DELAYS WORSE

THAN AIRCRAFT

Senate Investigators Uncov-

er "What They Regard as
Shameful Inefficiency.

BUNGLE IN HOWITZERS

Gun Carriages Also Held Up
by Futile Experiments
Machine Tools

Obsojetc.

Special Deepatch to Tat Srs.
Washington, May 8. The special sub-

committee of the Senate Committee on
Military Affairs during the four days
that It has been In secret session, has
discovered. In the opinion of Its mem.
bers, that the state of affairs In the
Wsr Department's programme of field
artillery production is more serious
than that lately shown in the aircraft I

production.
Not only has the "falldown, ac.

cording to committee members, been
more complete than that disclosed to
exist In aircraft production, but the de-

lays' and deficiencies are more numer-
ous and more vitally significant. Along
wit!) this fsct there Is, according to the
committee, the accompanying Informa-
tion that the Meld artillery situation
does ' not permit the exercise of cor-

rective powers which will remedy mat-
ters In anything like the short- - time
within which the shortcomings) of the
Aircraft Production Board can be over-
come.

Secretary Baker has replied to the
recent criticisms aimed at the War De-
partment with respect to delay In. de-
livery of the heavy type of Browning
machine guns. There' Is a wide dis-
crepancy between the Information given
out by Mr. Baker the reports em-
anating from the Capitol, although Mr.
Baker admitted that predictions had been
perhaps more optimistic than were. Jus-
tified, blame for this being placed on
the manufacturers.

Baker's Statement.
"I havo Inaulred Into tho Question of

the production of light mid heavy J

Browning guns," Mr. Baker said. "No
question neems to have been raised as
to the production of the light type,
which Is coming through In quantity.
Early manufacturers' estimates as to
the heavy typo were perhaps more opti-
mistic than were Justified. Tho esti-
mate of the Ordnance Department, how.
ever, In January, had been fuel and Is
being met hy the production figure.

"Some of the heavy Browning gu'.is
have actually been produced and there
Is every Indication that they will be
forthcoming In Increasing and substan-
tial numbers. In the meantime there Is
no present ahortage of light or heavy
machine guns either In France or Amer-
ica, and no shortage is In prospect."

The special subcommittee now look-
ing Into ordnance conditions consists of
Senators Hitchcock (Neb.), Beckham

Ky.) and Fletcher (Fla.), Democrats,
and Wadsworth (V. Y.) and Weeks
(Mass.), Republicans.

The Investigation has been under way
less than a week, but has been produc-
tive already of Information which Is said
by ,the committee to present a shame- -

lui exposure 01 inenicienc) . jupi us in
the aircraft production programme med-
dling and messing with established- - de-

signs for guns and gun carriages with
a view to turning out a characteristically
American Improvement on every French.
British or Italian design of established
value and practically measurable stan-
dards has marked the efforts of the
ordnance bureau to fill the demands of
the overseas forces of the United Ststes
for artillery. This practice was brought
out to some extent tn the committee's In
vestigation last week. Its result In
holding up ordnance production Is now
being seen In Its full measure.

Delay of llowltsers.
The subcommittee has discovered that

up to the present time the actual pro-

duction of 9.2 Inch, S Inch and 6 Inch
howitzers has not begun. The War De-
partment realized that the production
of these guns would be necessarily alow.
hut In addition there has been ah even
more serious "fall down" In production
of gun carriages. Striving to Improve
on designs of gun carriages in use by
the French and urltisn tne American
Ordnance Department, It Is Insisted, has
wasted months In designing a standard
American gun carriage for each of the
three heavy guns. In the end the De-
partment has been compelled to return
to the European designs, nail a year
was wasted In useless experimentation.

That the production of heavy artll
lorv for field use will lie Insufficient to
make certain the use of a single gun of
American make in one or tne tnree neavy
rrtes d urine the midsummer and au
tumn fighting of 191S Is Indicated. Tliere
Is a possibility that toward the close of
the summer or In the early autumn of
this year a few of the 6 Inch howitzers
will put In appearance in r ranee ana
Flanders.

it Is not altogether Impossible that a
few of the S Inch howitzers will be ready
rnr delivery toward tne end ot tne year,
Hut It Is now .an absolute certainty, ac-

cording to the committee, that the
American 9.2 Inch gun. the heaviest Of

the field howitzer class, will not be heard
on European battlefields until the late
autumn campaign of 1919.

Maanfactare of TBs,

The United States is engaged In the
manufacture of 75 mm. guns of the
French design, which will be produced In
some quantity by the autumn of this
year, but even tn this line the ordnance
department Is months behind. The oc-

casion for this situation, which In the
opinion of ths committee would bs
ridiculous were It not for the serious as
pect, was the unwillingness of the ord- -

ConUnued on Btcond Pa,- -

American Army Traitor
Arrested in Lines as Spy

Bp tin Aeeoclalei Pret.
W7ITH THE AMERICAN ARMY

Y 'IN FRANCE. May 8 The
first German American to be
caught spying on tho Americans
is safely in custody.

Behind the characterization of
traitor to his country contained
in the report of his arrest is the
story that he aided a German
prisoner to escape. Both men
donned American officers' uni-

forms and entered the line from
the rear in the late afternoon.
They said they were studying the
irround between the lines rith a
view to using: tanks, and asked
to be allowed to cross the lines.

The officer to whom they made
the request soon discovered the
ruse and ordered them escorted
to the rear. There it was found
that one of the men was a Ger-

man and that the German Ameri-
can was his accomplice.

SHELLS KILL 9

IN TEXAS CAMP

Gun Buttery Wiped Out by

Prcmnture Explosion of
Trojectilc.

GEN. GREBLE

. 'night: It has decided to treat Mr. As--

motion as a vote of no conn- -Attempt of
Force Explosive Into Mor

tar Is Blamed.

For.T Worth , Tex.. May 8. Nine
American soldiers were killed and seven '

Injured mora or less seriously near Ben-broo- k,

a few miles west of Fort Worth,
when a three Inch "hell exploded a 3

o'clock this afternoon. One gun orew.
made up of members of the Hsadquar-tar- s

Company of the 141st infantry, wa

wiped out and a second crew from the
Headquarters Company of the H!d In-

fantry suffered heaxy casualties.
Six of the men were killed and three

died within a short time after the ex-

plosion.

Shell Was Mishandled.
An attempt on the pait of a gunner

to force the shell, which apparently did
not fit, down a trench mortar. Is be-

lieved to have been resporsln'.o for the
accident Sergeant Norman Bow, a
Canadian, who is an assistant instruc-

tor, said he saw a soldier at-

tempting to force the shell and that he

timntd to warn the runner. The. ex

plosion came too quickly, however.
How was slightly wounded by n frag

ment of the shell.
The list of dead follows:

MeDAVlD. ALAN J.. First Ueutensnt.
Headquarters Company, iya Infantr.

ELLtS.'w'. J.'orportil. Headquarters Com- -

psny. 14tit inmmry.
JONES. WHAHTON. orporal. Headqiiar- -

ters company. mi inimw,
con. Tel. ......

APPI.KXU. WILLIAM V., corpprai. niiInfantry. Elenn, Tex.
BANDKR3. MORGAN C., PWalj. Head- -

quarters company, i.-- u im.mw,
I.n.. TK.

SIMMONS. EUCLID, private. Compsny K,
ljfl inraniri-- .

TILLMAN. DEWEV, private. Head-
quarters Compsny, I4lt Infantry.

WEBBER. JOHN, private, """jr'. Compsnv. HUt Infintrv.
LANOLET. LACY R private. H'srtquar- -

ir company, mi iunTei.
The wounded, except Sergeant Bow.

were all from Texas.
I

Ren. Greble Tfear Accident.
nn. R. St. John Greble, commanding

officer at Camp Bowie, was standing less
then ten yards from the scene or me ex-

plosion with his two aids. Capt. Hough-

ton and Lieut. Russell. They were un-

injured, Lleut.-Co- l. Metcalfe, division
surgeon, and an enlisted man also stood
near by. The enlisted man was in
stantly killed, but Metcalfe was unhurt.

The bodies or apmn or tne victims were
literally blown to pieces.

Thevltlst and 142d Infantry regiments
were at the trench system near Ben-bro-

and" their firing practice was be-

ing watched from a distance by a large
crowd of civilians. New mortars were
being used for the first time and the
sound of heavy firing at the camp had
been plainly heard In Fort Worth since
early morning.

The two gun crews, made uo of men
from the headquarters companies of the
two regiments, were operating the new
mortars, which were located on a hill
overlooking the trench system.

The entire breech of the mortar was
blown out and fragments new In every
direction.

GIVES FINGER TO GO-T- WAR.

Boy From Egypt Accepted After
Damaged Digit la Removed.

Lamel Camel, 24, who was born In
Egypt, gave his little Anger yesterday
to fight for the United States. He sp-

oiled at the recruiting office at 34 East
Twenty-thir- d street for enlistment. The
examining doctor rouno an injury on nis
little finger of the left hand.

"I am sorry I can't pass you." said
the doctor.

"Suppose I have It cut off," suggested
the recruit.

"Fine stuff," the physician replied.
"Go over to Bellevue and see what the
can do for yeu,"

The boy went to the hospital, where
the doctors Injected 'cocaine around the
joint and took oT tne nnger.

Then Camel went back to the recruit-
ing olfloe and the doctor passed him.y '

.

LLOYD GEORGE

TO FACE CRISIS

IN HOUSE TO DAY

Will Answer Maurice's
Charge Impugning His
Veracity About Army.

BOOMERANG IS HINTED

Artilleryman tO'qUith's

French Said to Have Request-
ed Extension of British

Lines At Front.

Special Cable Detpnleh ta Tub Scn.
Copyright. Mil; aft rigMi rtitrved.

London, May S. Premier Lloyd
George has decided to stand or fall on
the outcome of his reply In
the House of Commons to the charges
made by Major-Ge- F. B. Maurice that
the Ministers have deceived the public
as to military conditions on the western
front.

After the Prime Minister's statement,
according to present Indications, former
Premier Asquith will press his demand
that a select cbmmlltee of Parliament

, be named to Investigate the charges,
. with power to take evidence under oath.
' The Government, which suggested

terday the appointment of a court of
' honor consisting of two judges to pass

on the charges; changed Its mind over

dence, and snouiu air. Asquiin aurr in
Prime Minister's explanation press his
motion to a vote Parliament will have
to make a decision which will Involve

"the fate of the Government.

Cannot Accept Suggestion.
The Government cannot, of course, ac-

cept the suggestion that a select commit-
tee be appointed to inquire Into the ac-

curacy of statements by the Prime Min-

ister and the leader at the House.
Neither of ths Ministers concerned could
remain In office while such allegations
aa were made by Gen. Maurice were1 be-

ing Investigated by the committee. The
circumstances and the nature ot the
charges render It Imperative that the al-

legations must be refuted on the floor of
the House of Commons, which body then
must make a decision as to whether the
Government's explanations entitle It to
a continuance .of the confidence of the
country.

The defiant tone In which Chancellor
Ilonar Law announced that disciplinary
measures were to be taken against Gen.
Maurice, who If to be brought before the
army council, K taken to Indicate that
Premier Lloyd George has every Inten-
tion nf accentlnc Maurice's challenge aa
'fn lh 1nrnrrctiiMft nf his statements
and of nghtlng the matter out.

There Is reason to believe the Gov-
ernment han a complete answer to the
thirges, but there are certain confiden
tial matters particularly related to the
extension of the British front In France
which for obvious military reasons can-
not be disclosed. It Is said, however,
that this will not affect the convincing
nuture of the reply.

It rso It of French Requests.
The Prime Minister will make It

known that the extension of the British
line early this year was the result of
repeated requests of the French army
chiefs and that Premier Clemenceau saw
Field Marshal Halg personally about the
matter, which was arranged without
reference at the time to the Versailles
council.

It is believed that Gen. Maurice's
statement that he was at Versailles when
the mitter was arranged refers to a
later decision. As to pen. Maurice's
charge of the Incorrectness of the Pre- -

.!... .... ... . I ... t ! !.. rimvA

Halg's fighting strength on the eve of
the great German offensive had not been
diminished It will be shown that Gen.
Maurice himself made statements of the
same Import

It Is doubtful if the Government will
be able, for military reasons, to reveal
the War Office figures on which these
statements were based. .Sir Edward
Caraon, whose hostility to the Govern-
ment Is extremely marked, ralBcd the
question yesterday as to how far In-

formation revealed to a Minister in the
Cabinet could be divulged, Bonar Law
was of the opinion that legislation was
not necessary to release Ministers and
former Ministers from the obligation of
secrecy In giving evidence In private, but
no one contends that in a debate In the
House of Commons such secrets could
be divulged.

Willie the Issue, broadly speaking, in- -

Continued on Second Page.

500,000 Men Need
Millions of Smokes

TVTORE than half a million
American troops are now in

France, says Secretary Baker,
and more aro going-- across con-
stantly. Do you realize what
those figures mean? You did
well when you sent your con-
tribution to THE SUN Tobacco
Fund, but it takes many contribu-
tions to keep our fighters sup-
plied with smokes. The fag
must follow the flag!

If you are unconvinced turn
to page 7 and read what the
soldiers think of those who have
given to the fund and thus
helped to make them happy.

WARNING! THE SUN TO-
BACCO FUND has no connection
with any other fund, organiza-
tion or publication. It employs
no agents or solicitors.

TROOP FIGURES
BIGGER THAN

American Soldiers Are Being Rushed Abroad Now
Five Times Faster Than They Were a

Few Months Ago.

Special Detpatch to Tns 9cs.
Washington. May . Secretary of

War Baker announced that
more than 500.000 American troops are
already In France. He ma'de this state-inen- t:

In January I told the Senate com-

mittee that there was strong likeli-
hood that early In the present year
500,000 American troops would be
despatched to France.

I cannot, either now or perhaps
later, discuss the number of Ameri-
can troops In France, but. I am glad
to be able to say that the forecast I
made In January has been surpassed.
The announcement by Mr. Baker is

taken generally to meai that the num-

ber may be considerably In excess of
600,000 by this time, for It Is known
that the War Department has been i

averse to giving the enemy any hint as
to the number of troops abroad. The
assumption therefore Is that the enemy's i

knowledge of numbers Is not materially, . .I 1. WI.L .increasea vy ine Biatciuciii which i
Baker, made

It has been an open secret for several
weeks that transportation of American
troops to Europe was proceeding at a
greatly accelerated rate. This has been

AMERICAN BIG !

GUNS IN ACTION !

Return Fire of Heavy Enemy
Batteries Behind German '

Lines at Toul.

IN READINESS TWO DAYS ;

Bad Weather Holds Infantry j

to Shelter of Well Built
Trenches.

Bp the Attocialei Pret.
With thi American Arsit in France,

May 8. American heavy artillery was
fired y for the first time In the
sector northwest of Toul. After sev-
eral weeks spent In preparation, t.ie
American artillerists, having picked out
targets In the rear of Mont Sec, reported
that they were ready to open fire a
couple of days ago. But for reasons
not disclosed the guns were not fired
until

Aleut forty big shells were aent over
Mont Sec at the heavy German batteries
ompesed of 203s captured from the Rus-

sians, which had been firing for some
time, especially at the American battery
positions.

Reports received from all the fronts
on which the Americans aro engaged,
with the exception of Picardy, said that
quiet prevailed principally be-

cause of the bad weather. The artillery
activity was normal, although the enemy
was firing a few gas shells Intermittently
on the Lunevllle sector.

Except for artillery firing and patrol
ling there Is little new In Picardy. Ev
ery day the Americans become stronger.
Apparently they aro better Intrenched
than the Germans, who are being har- -

rassed continually, day and night. De-

spite the enemy's heavy expenditure In
gas he has obtained no advantage in this
sector, the Americans discounting his
every move.

The weather has been unsettled for
several days, preventing much Infantry
activity. There have been some aerial
encounters. One of the American patrols
last night encountered an enemy work-
ing party. They shot the sentinel and
rushed the enemy. Uut later retired, ow-
ing to the superiority in numbers of the
Germans over them.

USE TRENCH KNIVES.

Americans Win French Praise by
Daring Raid.

By the Atiocialed Preit.
With the American Forces on ths

French Front, May 7 (delayed). The
official French report of the patrol ac-

tion In which American troops In the'
Lorraine sector of the battle front car-
ried out a brilliant little operation on
May 5 In the vicinity of the hamlet of
Anservillers shows the wonderfully en-

terprising spirit of the American troops.
Ths report says the Americans, whose

activity never relaxes and whose au
dacity Is remarkable, wanted to see what
the Germans opposite them were doing.
At 3 o'clock In the morning of May 6,
without artillery preparation, three
American patrols left the village of An-

servillers, which Is In the Entente allied
lines.

Two of the patrols took a position on
the right and left flank, white the third,
composed of eight men under command
of Lieut, Cassldy, executed a clever
turning movement and entered Anser-
villers hamlet from the rear and fell
upon the German advanced post.

The patrol fired only one shot and
then attacked the Germans with trench
knives. A fierce struggle ensued, the
Germans using the butts of their rifles
against the American knives. The fight
ended with the death of two Germans
and the wounding of their corporal,
who with three other men was brought
back to the American lines. There were
no casualties among the Americans.

II GREAT BEAK HPBJNti WAT KB.
J ' "Its purity Has Mad It ramous." Aiv.

PROBABL Y
BAKER TELLS

particularly true since the German drive
began, March 21.

In response to urgent appeals from
both the French and British Govern-
ments, President Wlleon ordered that
troop shipments have priority over
everything else, and that all available
tonnage be used to this end. Besides the
tonnage which the American Govern-
ment made available thero was Increased
tonnage provided by the British Govern-
ment, which turned over a considerable
number of transport to carry American
troops.

An Important factor In the plans for
speeding up troop shipments was the
agreement reached among the British,
American and French Governments by
which American soldiers were to be
brigaded Into British or French forces.
This meant that the Americans would
be supplied and cared for by the Brit-
ish and French army units to which they
were assigned. It permitted the United
Ststes to send men lightly equipped snd
without thought of feeding or maintain-
ing them after they reached the battle
zone.

Detailed figures as to the rate at
which Americans are now being sent
abroad are not permitted, hut It may be
said that they am going nearly five
times as fast they were only a few
months ago.

AUSTRIAN NAVY

TORN BY MUTINY
I

Slav Crews and Men of Italian
Descent Get Out. of

Hand.

COMMANDS ARE CHANGED

Bohemian Burgomasters Ap--
peal to Vienna That Their

People Are Starving.

Washington, May S. Serious dls- - j

turbanccs In the Austm-Hungarla- n fleet '

have caused changes In the high com-

mand, a despatch y from Switzer-
land said. The crews, largely of Slavs
and men of Italian descent, have made
a great deal of trouble and the dis-

turbances were put down with difficulty.
Austria is concentrating troops in

disaffected parts of the empire to sup-

press revolution, according to an official
French telegram from Zurich J

which also says tho food situation in the
Dual Monarchy Is extremely critical.
It says:

"News received In Switzerland con-
cerning the situation In Austria Is more
serloub than ever. Rumors of riots and
revolutionary disturbances are circu-
lating In circles that are in direct rela.
ttons with the authorities of the Dual
Monarchy.

'The Government In a semi-offici-

report makes a denial of all this Infor-
mation, adding that the country is quite
calm and that it is false to pre-
tend that special measures have been
taken to smother any revolutionary
movement. However, a Vienna despatch
shows clearly that the agitation Is real.
It sajs :

" 'The Government has Just published
a manifesto which justifies Its attitude.
Sylva, Taruca and 11. Ilorbaczewskl,
members of the Cabinet, have resigned.
These resignations have been accepted
Extraordinary measures have Just been
taken. Von Seydler is preparing n mas-
ter stroke. We do not know whether
lie will succed In restoring calm per-
manently, for that depends upon the
understanding he will be able to reach
with the Poles, In company with whom
the Germans then could tranquilly
await the development of events.'

"It has been proved, and all the de-

nials of the Viennese Government can-
not alter this fact, that concentrations
of troops have been made in the .large
centres, and very particularly In Bo-

hemia, In'Gallcia, In Styrla and lnvall
the southern Slav States, to suppress In
Its Inception every attempt at an up-

rising."

nr ucmmi a re ct a m
AND MAYORS APPEAL

Burgomaster SayCzechtWill
Not Give Up Food Supply.

CorRNHAOE.v, May 8. In letters to
the .Vcmc Freie. Preiae the Burgomas-

ters of Bohemia describe the food situa-
tion as desperate. For several weeks
Inm-bruc- and other cities' have been
without wheat, and tho bread, made of
maize, and meat rations have been re-

duced nnd it Is often Impossible to set
even these small rations.

From letters It would appear' that
from January until April most of the
cities In Bohemia have had no potatoes
and for weeks hospitals have been with-
out eggs and mill;. The Czech peasant
population has sufficient food, hut re.
fuses to deliver any of it to tho Ger
mans.

The letters say that It Is Impossible
to persuade Hungary to change her un- -

friendly attitude on the food policy.
Vienna newspapers of Saturday re-

ceived at The Hague, It is added, show
that the Internal situation In Austria-Hungar- y

Is greatly strained. The So.
clallst Arb'elter Zcltung, whose circula-
tion In Germany has boen stopped, as-

serts that tho Government cannot be
aware of actual conditions In Austria
or otherwise It would not play with fire.
It says that the adjournment of Ptirlla-me-

screwed down the last safety valve

Coiidiiiied on Second Page,

r"cmv Gcts Int0 Tna ,
of British and French

Around Kemmcl.

HITS FOR HIGH GROUND

Haig Reports Some of Posi
tions St ill Lost, but the

A.

Fighting Continues.

AUSTRALIANS MAKE GAltf

Between the Soniinc and the.
Ancre Their Lines Are Ad--

vanced at Two Points.

London, May 8. In what Field Max
Jhal Halg In his report de-

scribes as a strong local opcratloft
against the French And British be-

tween La Clytte and Voormezeale).

back of Mont Kemmel, the Germans
pierced the Allies' line and established
a footing In It which they still retain
"at certain points," Gen. Halg addg,
although heavy fighting was still in
progress when the latest reports wefts

sent. At all other points the nttackfi
were repulwcd. Earlier in the day the
French, by another locil operation, had
advanced their line south of La Clytte
and had taken some prisoners.

Tho point where ihc heaviest attack
was delivered Is Immediately south of
Dickebuscli Lake, about midway be-- I
tween La Clytte, which Is held by tit
poll us, and Voormczocle, which' is
guaraect tiy tiaigs troops, it is sup-
posed that at this place the two arfniss)
overlap or Intermingle to some extent,
always a favorite point for a German
attack, as It is, in a military sense, the
weakest link in the chain.

Mar Develop Into Attack.
The attack was preceded by an ex-

ceptionally heavy bombardment of this
region and of the area west of Ballluel.
further to the west. Although It may
be, as Gen. Halg; terms It, a Iocs,! oper-
ation, It may and probably will de- -
velop Into an attack In force on the
eastern and western end of the rlorth
sii of the Lys rallent In an effort to.
envelop and take from the northwest
and northeast the range of hills which
have proved a thorn in the side of the
Gorman army.

So long as the Allies hold this high
ground a further advance westward by
the Oermans must bo out of the ques-
tion, as such advance would make the I

salient perilously deep: yet tho posi-
tion of tho Germans on the low ground,
now, under continued' rain, one vast
quagmire, is barely tenable, and they
must get out of It nt any cost cither
by taking the high irround or by wlth- -
drawing. Thls is the explanation of
the long delay In the resumption of
the German offensive at a time when
speed was of the highest Importance
to the Germans because of the de-
pressing effect of their Inaction on the
political situation nt homo.

A correspondent nt the fiont describ-
ing the main attack of the Cnn:iTir
against the Franco-Britis- h junction
point In Flinders saye

"The attack apparently was only In
divisional strength, but It may develop
larger proportions. The enemy seems te
have penetrated our front line between
Dickebusch Lake and Ridge wood, and
some parties of Germans are reported In
the eastern wood Itself. The righting
continues In fine weather and under
good visibility. ;

"We still hold the major part of the
wood and also Klelne Vlerstraat. The
technical objective of enemy operation
seems to lie nu attempt to clear tho way
for a thrust toward Scherpenberg from
the northeast, and It may prove to be
the beginning of further fierce fighting 10
this region."

'nrltlah Progress In Picardy.
German artillery has been active on

the southern side of the Lys salient,
about Locnn and Roliecq and near St.
Jullen On other sections of the battls
front In Ploardy the British made small
arivarces In three localities between the
Somme and the Ancre.

Still further south on the French see-t- or

theio, was ery great artillery ao.
tlvltv on both sides during the night,
both north and south of the Avre. Raids
attempted by the Germans near Thennes
and Orlvesnes and west of Montdidier
were broken up.

The Associated Press correspondent
with thn British army In France says
tlieic was ;i tremendous amount of
wrangling among thn heavy guns down
between the Sonitm' and the Ancre
rivers last night The British troops on
hnlh slds of the sector thought the
long lApeotcd German attack was be-

ginning, but anximiH inquiries elicited
the Information that, It was only the
Australians beating the Germans again.

Australians Hammer Hard,
The men from far overseas had not

had a re,il tight since Sunday nljtht,
when they diove the enemy back along
a considerable front In the region of
Morlancourt. anil they were spoiling for
trouble, It was high ground thn British
were after and they Improved their posi-

tions greatly
In the lighting around Snillj the

Oermans put dnwn a l.e.ny machine guo
and shrapnel barrage, but ould not hold
back the hard hitting AUHti.illans, who
pushed fnruard their lines ;no yards
along a front of Son yards near Sallly,

, he(i t)le ,Jcnnan,
'00 yBr--

,
ft fron, ()f ;; Jlrd(l

nest of Morlancourt, Junt above Salll,

OFFICIAL BULLETINS
OF DAY'S OPERATIONS

O.YPOA, MU follow tug arc th
official reports o the fighting tn France
nnil Flanders ,

BRITISH I.NMillTI --The enemy,
launched a strong local attack this
morning against Fitnch aid British,
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